The Food and Lifestyle Experience of North India
Detailed Itinerary

MUMBAI—JAIPUR—RATHAMBHORE—AGRA—DELHI
(14 Nights/15 Days)
The Food and Lifestyle Experience of North India is an ideal tour for anyone who enjoys
food, photography and culture. Take part in food preparation in 6 cities, and learn about
home and hotel meal preparation. The food preparations are in Mumbai, Jaipur,
Ranthambhore, Agra, Chandigarh and Delhi. On the way, see dancing, shows, history,
UNESCO World Heritage Listed Sites, temples of various faiths and more. See the lifestyle of
the past and present. Visit the slums of Mumbai and the see the faces of Bollywood.
Experience road, rail and plane travel in India and stay in well-located 4 star and/or
boutique hotels.
This accompanied small group tour includes all accommodation, transportation and entries
to events and monuments whilst in India.
Bring yourself and your sense of humour and travel with like-minded people. Come with
modest expectations, partake in a range of new experiences and simply enjoy the journey.
As some in India say, “If you have not enjoyed yourself, you have not traveled far enough!”

DAY 1: Arrival at Mumbai
At Mumbai airport, our representative will meet you and assist your transfer to your hotel.
If time permits, visit the famous Juhu Beach and watch the sun in reddish hues. You can
also savor the mouth-watering Mumbai
‘Pav-Bhaji’ and Bhel on the beach.
Mumbai, formerly known as Bombay, is a
city that never sleeps. It sometimes
becomes difficult to cope with the fastpaced lifestyle of Mumbaikars. With a
natural harbor, which was developed by the
British, trade still thrives. Enjoy the
captivating city filled with life and
enthusiasm.
If you are able, join the afternoon sightseeing tour of Mumbai, visiting Gateway of India,
Prince of Wales Museum, Mani Bhawan (where Mahatma Gandhi used to stay) and then to
Dhobi Ghat.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY 2: Mumbai
After breakfast, join the Bollywood Tour. Mumbai is the center of India's booming
"Bollywood" film industry. Over 100 films are produced each year. It's possible to take a
Bollywood tour to the heart of the action in Film City. Film City was built by the
Maharashtra state government in 1978 to help the Bollywood film industry and provide
facilities for it to flourish. The sprawling complex covers nearly 350 acres and comes fully
equipped with almost 20 indoor studios, as well as outdoor settings for filming.

Later we proceed to the Slums, known to many as 'one of the largest slums in Asia', we
prefer to think of Dharavi as Mumbai’s beating heart. It houses about one million of
Mumbai’s inhabitants and its industries have an annual turnover of approximately US$ 665
million. Through our educational
walking tours, visitors experience a
wide range of business activities:
recycling, pottery-making, embroidery,
bakery, soap factory, leather tanning,
poppadum-making and many more.
We’ll also visit the residential areas of
Dharavi. People from all over India
have come to live in Dharavi, making it
microcosm of India. This diversity is
apparent in the temples, mosques, churches and pagodas that stand side by side.

a

Food preparation followed by Dinner.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY 3: Flight Mumbai to Jaipur
After breakfast, we will transfer you to Airport to board your flight to Jaipur.
Check in to the hotel and enjoy some free time before joining the people who prepare the
food. Dinner follows.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D)

DAY 4: Jaipur
After breakfast, visit the Maharaja's City
Palace, the former Royal residence, part
of which is converted into a museum. A
small portion is still used by the Royal
family of Jaipur. Built in the style of a
fortified campus, the palace covers
almost one-seventh in area of the
original city. One of the major
attractions in the museum is the portion
known as Armory Museum housing an
impressive array of weaponry-pistols, blunderbusses, flintlocks, swords, rifles and daggers.
The royal families of Jaipur once used most of these weapons. Later visit the Jantar Mantar,
which is the largest stone and marble crafted observatory in the world. Situated near the
gate of the city palace, the observatory has 17 large instruments, many of them still in
working condition.
Visit local market there, where you can buy traditional Rajasthani Sarees, Salwar suit, Kurta
pajama and many other accessories.

Return to the hotel for Rajasthani dinner and enjoy a cultural dance program.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D)

DAY 5: Jaipur
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel. Then
start a full day city tour: visiting
Amber Fort. Amber is a classic,
romantic Rajasthani fort Palace.
The rugged, time-ravaged walls of
the Fort may not look beautiful
from the outside, but the interior is
a virtual paradise. Miniatures
painted on the walls depict hunting
and war scenes, apart from
festivals. Precious stones and
mirrors are embedded into the plaster. A major attraction at Amber is the Elephant Ride all
the way up to the Fort entrance. This journey on caparisoned elephants is bound to enrich
your memories with the Royal lifestyle of the Maharajas and leave you with a truly
unforgettable experience. Inside the Fort visit the Jag Mandir or the Hall of Victory. Inside
the Jag Mandir is the famed Sheesh Mahal – a room with all the four walls and ceiling
completely embedded with glittering mirror pieces, which were specially imported from
Belgium during that period. On the way to Amber Fort, we will have a brief photography
stop at Hawa Mahal - the Palace of Winds.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY6: Jaipur to Ranthambhore(200kms/04-05hrs)
After breakfast, check out of the hotel and drive to Ranthambhore.
Ranthambhore is one of the finest tiger reserves of India and considered the best place to
spot the tiger in his own natural habitat. The park is also popular with the wildlife
photographers.
After check in to the wildlife resort.
Post lunch we will take you to afternoon safari.
Overnight stay at the hotel (B, L, D).

DAY 7: Ranthambhore
Join an early morning jungle safari to
Ranthambhore National park. The jungle visits
last for about three hours. Return to the hotel
for breakfast time. There is time to relax and
enjoy the facilities of your hotel.
Join in with the food preparation followed by
the Dinner.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, L, D).

DAY8: Ranthambhore to Agra (300kms/05-06hrs)
After an early breakfast, drive towards Agra. On the way visit to Fatehpur Sikri.
Arrive in Agra and check in to the hotel.
Late afternoon, we will pick you up at your hotel lobby in Agra at 5:30 pm and transfer to
the famous theater Kalakriti Cultural and Convention Center. Over 80 talented artists lively
perform a story Mohabbat The Taj depicting the romantic love story of Emperor Shajahan
and his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal in a world class theater. This will be subsequently
followed by an entertaining light and sound show over the 12’x12’ Taj replica. During the
one and half hours you will not only be touched by the beautiful story but also to
experience the lavish lifestyle of the Mughal Empire. Their grandeur and extravaganza is
well put forward in the creative dance performances. After the show our driver will drive
you back to the hotel.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY 9: Agra
After breakfast, enjoy a full day tour to Agra.
After visit Taj Mahal (Closed on Fridays)– A
poignant poetry in marble, stands serene and
awesome on a raised marble platform, by the
banks of the Yamuna. The most extravagant
monument ever built for love. It is one of the
seven modern wonders of the world, the finest
expression of love of Emperor Shah Jahan for
his queen Mumtaz who died giving birth to their 14th child, is located on the banks of the
Yamuna river here. The construction of the Taj
commenced in 1631AD and had ended in 1653AD.
Later, visit Agra Fort, -Built by the great Emperor Akbar in
1565 AD, the fort is a masterpiece of design and
construction. Within the fort are several exquisite
buildings, including the Moti Masjid, Diwane-I-Am,
Diwane-I-Khas and Musamman Burj, where the Emperor
Shah Jahan died in imprisonment, besides Jahangir’s Palace, Khaas Mahal and the Sheesh
Mahal.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY10: Agra to Delhi (230kms/05-06hrs)
Today will be a long day! Head to the Taj Mahal before 6am when the gates open for the
day. This glorious monument is at its best under the early morning sun. It is the best time
to take photographs as not only is the light wonderful but it’s relatively less crowded too.
Return to the Hotel and after breakfast, drive to Delhi.
Check in to the Hotel at Delhi and In the evening visit to Kingdom of dreams.
Kingdom of Dreams is India's first live entertainment, theatre and leisure destination. It is
located in Sector 29, Gurgaon in NCR Delhi, near the Leisure Valley Park. The opening
showcased a special preview of the Bollywood musical, Zangoora, starring Hussain
Kuwajerwala, Gauhar Khan and Kashmira Irani.
After the show, enjoy dinner and return to hotel.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY 11: Delhi
After breakfast, enjoy a half day sightseeing of
Delhi. Drive past Red Fort (Closed on
Mondays) -the 17th century imposing
fortress built in red sandstone. A 33m high
boundary wall surrounds the fort. Inside are
exquisite palaces and beautiful gardens. Take
a Rickshaw Ride to Jama Masjid (Friday
Mosque) made of red sandstone and white
marble, completed in 1656 at a cost of one
million Rupees. Jama Masjid is India's largest
mosque where more than 20.000 people can kneel in prayer. The interior of the prayer hall
is divided into aisles by arches. The walls and floors are of marble inlay panels. Later, visit
the Raj Ghat on the banks of the river Yamuna, Mahatma Gandhi's Memorial, where he was
cremated following his assassination in January 1948. The memorial lies in landscaped
gardens. It is a simple square platform of black marble inscribed with his last words "Hey
Ram". An eternal flame burns 24 hours.
National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA) Founded in 1954, as the premier museum of
modern art of a newly independent nation, the NGMA houses and showcases masterpieces
of the changing art forms of modern India spanning more than one hundred and fifty years.
The museum was formally inaugurated by the then Vice-president Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, in
the presence of the Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Run and administered as a
subordinate office of the Ministry of Culture, it continues to reaffirm its role as a repository
of modern and contemporary visual, plastic and new media arts.
The main objectives of the NGMA are to create sensitivity, awareness, and understanding
among the public towards our art expressions, specially the contemporary idiom. Through
cultural exchanges, we showcase international art in our country, and promote modern and
contemporary Indian art abroad
Visit Humayun's Tomb. A tomb that was built in 1565 A.D. nine years after the death of
Humayun, by his senior widow Bega Begam. Inside the walled enclosure the most notable
features are the garden squares (chaharbagh) with pathways water channels, centrally
located well proportional mausoleum topped by double dome.
Return to the Hotel.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY 12: Delhi to Chandigarh
After early breakfast, transfer to the Railway station to board your Train to Chandigarh.
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Our representatives will meet you and transfer to your Hotel.
Enjoy an afternoon sightseeing of Chandigarh.
See the Rock Garden (or Nek Chand Garden). This garden is an unusual sculpture garden
located near Sukhna Lake. Nek Chand was a former government official who started cultivating
this garden secretly in his spare time. He kept it hidden from the government authorities for 18
years, until 1975. The garden features several interlinked causeways that run along the
waterfalls of the Sukhna Lake and is landscaped with pottery and sculptures of dancers, animals
and musicians. See the International Dolls Museum of Chandigarh where dolls and puppets
from over 25 different countries are displayed. The museum was established in 1985 and is
managed by the Indian council of Child welfare. The prime attraction of the museum is the
Indian section and the toy train.
Later in the evening we visit the Indian family Home for food preparation followed by Dinner
which will be pure blend of the North Indian Cuisine which is also known as Punjabi Food and is
popular all over the country.
Later in the night transfer to your Hotel.
Overnight at the Hotel (B, L, D)

DAY 13: Chandigarh to Delhi
After breakfast, transfer to the Railway station to board your Train to Delhi.
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You will be met by our representative and will be transferred to your Hotel.
Relax for the rest of the day.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D)

15:25

DAY 14: Delhi
After breakfast proceed to AKSHARDHAM TEMPLE. It is also referred to as Delhi Akshardham or
Swami Narayan Akshardham. A Hindu temple built on the banks of river Yamuna. The temple
depicts an impeccable blend of
grandeur, beauty, wisdom, and bliss.
AKSHARDHAM means the eternal, divine
abode of supreme God. The temple was
built in 5 years and the most wonderful
thing about it is that no steel was used
in the making of this monument; it is
only composed of sandstone and marble. It consists of 234 ornately carved pillars, 20
quadrangle shikars, a spectacular Gajendrapith and 20,000 murtis and statues of India’s great
sadhus, and devotees adorn the temple. The par karma consists of 1152 pillars and 145
windows. One can also enjoy boat ride, and musical fountain. This is the largest Hindu temple in
the world and is a masterpiece of great Indian culture. The architecture is immaculate it is
incomparable in terms of both magnitude and stateliness.
You will drive Past Rashtrapati Bhawan once the Viceroy's residence is now the official
residence of the President of India. Photo stop at India Gate - Built of Bharatpur-stone,
commemorates the 70,000 Indian soldiers who died in the 1st world war. 13516 names of
British and Indian soldiers killed in the Afghan War of 1919 are engraved on the arch and
foundations.
See the Qutb Minar. At 73 metres, is the
tallest brick minaret in the world and second
highest minar in India after Fateh burj at
Mohali.
Enjoy food preparation with an Indian
Family. Perhaps, even get answers to the
question: Why most of the world like Indian
food? Enjoy dinner with some authentic Indian Food recipes in your mind.
Return to Hotel.
Overnight stay at the Hotel (B, D).

DAY15: DEPARTURE FROM DELHI
Post breakfast check out from the hotel and transferred to the airport to board your flight.

End of Tour
All Prices are on Per Person Basis and in AUD
Tour Cost per person
$3,900

Four Star Hotels

Single Room Supplement
$1,000

Based on exchange rate of 1AUD = 47INR. Any changes in exchange rate prior to booking may alter
the price.
Minimum Group size is 8, maximum group size is 16.
Tour Dates in 2017: Include 29 May 2017 and 30 October 2017
(A $500 deposit will secure a booking)
Accommodation
City
Mumbai
Jaipur
Ranthambhore
Agra
Chandigarh
Delhi

Nights
2
3
2
2
1
4

Hotel
Sun and Sand
Mansingh Tower
Des Vilas
Mansingh Palace
Lemon Tree
Park Plaza

Our price includes the following:















Accommodation (4 star) based on above mentioned hotels on a twin sharing basis
14 Breakfasts, 3 Lunches and 14 Dinners are included
All transfers, land transportation & sightseeing by Air-Conditioned Vehicle.
English speaking professional Tour Guide during sightseeing.
Assistance on arrivals / departures and at all places
One Bottle of Mineral water Per Person per day, through-out the tour.
Kingdom of Dreams Show along in Gurgaon in Gold Category followed by Dinner.
Mohabbat-E-Taj melodramatic show in Agra.
Elephant ride at Amber Fort in Jaipur.
Entrances to the Monuments and events mentioned
Flight from Mumbai to Jaipur ($100 allowed)
Indian Dress (traditional Rajasthani Sarees, Salwar suit, Kurta pajama) to the value of 4,000INR
Normal tips and gratuities for group guides and driver
Six food preparation experiences.

Our price does not include the following:









International airfare. (We can arrange)
Any early check in / late checkout [subject to room occupancy of the day]. Normal check-in
time at all Hotel is 2 PM and Checkout time is 12 Noon.
Any personal expenses like telephone calls, laundry, shopping, table drinks, fee for the
cameras/video camera at the monuments / museums etc.
Events and situations that occur that are outside our direct control, like delays, disasters
(natural and otherwise), breakdowns etc. will be managed by us in a way to minimise tour
impacts. Additional expenses may be incurred
Travel Insurance (we can arrange)
Tips for porters, rickshaw drivers, elephant drivers.
Meals not mentioned (meals start from about $5 (budget lunch) to $10-$30 sit down meals)

FAQs
How fit do I need to be to participate fully in this tour?
There will be many flights of stairs to climb and the ability to negotiate uneven ground is important. If
you have doubts about your fitness, please seek advice from your medical practitioner. Also, see your
medical practitioner for any inoculations that you may need while traveling to North India.

Do I need Travel Insurance?
Yes – from a reputable travel insurance provider, our Indian partners need an assurance of travel
insurance. See http://www.davidstours.com.au/credit-cardtravel-insurance-vs-standalone-travelinsurance for information about both credit card travel insurance and standalone travel insurance.
Contact us for more information about travel insurance.
What is booking policy?
Deposit of $500 is required to hold a place. Remainder is due 90 days prior to traveling.
What is the cancellation policy?
Cancel more than 90 days in advance – receive full refund
Cancel less than 90 days and more than 60 days in advance – 70% refund
Cancel less than 60 days and more than 30 days in advance – 50% refund
Cancel less than 30 days in advance – zero refund
We will however, endeavour to provide refunds that we can negotiate from our suppliers.
What types of foods are included?
Breakfast: Typically, cereals, juices, bread/toast, egg dishes (cooked to taste) and Indian breakfasts are
available.
Dinner: Typically, Indian food from many regions, and some western options are available.

